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An Aries Modular Synthesizer system consists
Ap I E S m U S I C of a number of AR-300 series modules. These
modules provide a complete set of basic syn-
INCORPORATED, thesizer component functions: signal sources;
controllers and modifiers; and a growing num.
ber of more exotic functions. The 300 series
is fully modular, allowing maximum system
flexibility. We assume some previous experi
ence with synthesizers on the part of our cus-
tomers, but are happy to give advice and asi
tance to those who are getting into electronic
music for the first time.

It's More Than Another Keyboard
A synthesizer is a group of relatively simple circuits,
each performing a relatively simple task. The way in
which these circuits are connected to one another
(patched) determines the nature of the ‘instrument’:
the range of sounds and the kinds of controls in-
cluded. While this s true for all synthesizers, some
synthesizers, especially the smaller ones, are pre-
patched by the factory — the range of ‘instruments”
available has been defined and limited, along with the
range of musical expression possible.

1ts been declared a trade-off, that by giving up the
enormous range of choices and controls for a fow
deamed useful by someone else, you get increased
performability". “you just can't make changes fast
enough with amodular patch cord system to play on
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fong:term satisfaction. It doesn't take as much effort
tolearn to play a small pre-set system as it does a
modular one — but someone else has done all the
exploring for you, left you with the sounds he liked,
and you haven't much chance of learning what mak.
ing music with electronic circuits is really all about.

1f your interest s in learning to play a completely
new instrument, an Aries Modular electronic musical
instrument will be a satisfying and economical choice.

Aries In The Classroom
“The Aries Modular System is uniquely situated to use
in the classroom for several reasons:
~ we offer several cabinet sizes; each studentcan
be assigned only the modules he or she needs
for a given lab exercise.
~ being modular, the system can grow as class
fo0m and composition needs grow.
~ it's @ patcheord system first, giving the begin-
ning student an easy grasp of the relationship
betwesn nstument. confiraton (o
up), the sound produced, and its control para-
meters.




Patching & Connectors

No istinction is made between “contrl signals” and

dmizing overall flexibility. The
et conmacion st NTT 31 miniatrsohome
jack (equivalent to a Switcheraft 42A miniature
phone jack). Patch cords are supplied (10 free per
thousand dollars of kits ordered) and are completely.

the reliabilty of miniature jacks — some manufac.
turers believe they are not. The fact of the matter is
that there doesn't exist the industry-wide standardiza-
tion of mini’s as there is with 1/4" phone jacks —
which means that you've got to have the right patch-
cords: either NTT or Switcheraft. The space-saving
ady

miniature jacks. Al patch cords are shielded to pre-
vent noise or crosstalk.

Input Structure

Most input impedences are 50K ohms minimum,
allowing outputs to drive numerous inputs without
e inputs are summing
fication to accomo-
date additional inputs. Signals at control inputs are
summed algebraically.

Output Structure

Most ot impodences r 1K nominl,allowing
output mixing simply by shorting outputs together

2 multiple. This kind of mixing does not sum
but gives the average voltage of signals mixed.

Power Supply

All modules require 15 volt power supplies. For
current requirements, consult specific module
specifications.

Building Kits

“Can 1 build my synthesizer from your kits?” isa
familier question. Our answer is — probably — but

this answer depends less on your skill and experience
than it does on your ability to work slowly with care

‘causa they ve boen careless or hasty. It is helpful to
have someane demonstrate soldering to you f you've
never tried it.

Warranty

Assembled units are fully warranteed to be free of
defects of material or workmanship for 1 year from
date of shipment. Just return the defective module to
the factory and we'l repair and roturn it.

Modules purchased as kits willalso be repaired at the
factory, but there is a $15.00 service charge for kit
repairs. A bit of quick adition will show that even if
nothing works, the kit with full repairs will ave you
some over an assembled unit,

We have once in a while actually replaced kits which

50 badly assombled that they were beyond re-
pair, all for $15.00. Virtually the only thing you can
do 1o void your warranty s to use acid core solder or
acid flux (plumbing-type solder). Rosin core solder,
60/40 lead-to-tin ratio s bost.

Replacement parts are available from us — write for
prices.

User's Manual

A comprehensive User's Manual s available, written
for Aries by Ken L. Perrin of the Boston School of
Electronic Music. The Manual covers synthesizer
theory in general, and Aries synthesizer operation in
particular, in ninety-six thorough pages. W
mend that anyone planning to purchase over $800. or
50 in kits or assemblies first purchase and peruse this
book. The price of the Manual (9.50) s refundable
with the placement of an order of $1000. or more. It
a4 et claroom ool o curiu e
coming from one with a good deal of experience in
acronic o sducaion

Documentation

Documentation kits, which includs schematic, wiring
diagram, and assembly instructions, on any Aries
module are available for $5.00. This amount will be
credited towards the purchase of that module.

Authorized Dealers

Prices are the same whether ordering from a dealer or
direct from the factory, but delivery schedules may.
vary, a5 we ship to the dealr unless otherwiso di
rected. All of these deslers are qualified to do custom
work, repaits, and modifications to electronic music
instruments.

Ron Rivera Dana McCurty

48 Brighton Avenue, 11 164 West 83rd Street
Allston, MA. 02134 New York, New York
(617) 7826554,

1002
(212) 7871376
The Boston School of

Electronic Music Carl Fravel

127 Kilsyth Road Gentle Electric
Brighton, MA. 02135/ 140 Oxford Way

(617) 7344500 Santa Cruz, CA. 95060

(408) 423-1561



ADSR ENVELOPE GENERATOR

AR-312 provides the classic fourstage
envelope control source with Gats snd Trigoer
togi.
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VOLTAGE CONTROLLED AMPL/FIER
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VOLTAGE-CONTROLLED LP FILTER
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POWER SUPPLY
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SAMPLE SYSTEMS

BASICPATCH SYSTEM |
ARSAD; ARL322; AR SIG; AR-352; ARS14; AR8; AR-312; ARSI 515, 520 (Keyhosd Groco)

et e

AR
AR1S; Keybourdsrown




svstemn
A0 AR ARSIZ: ARSIV ARI ARSET; ARTE, AR, ARSIE: AR
AR32; AR 528 AR 320 AR331 AR 314, AR-I1, 313 Kyt

AT0; ARS22; ARAD: AR (2 AR ARIS (2, ARSIG, ARSI (21 ARG,
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ORDERING INFORMATION
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